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To.

Minister of Home Affairs, 7 o SNOEH:
Government Buildings,

DUBLIN.

A Chara,

Iﬁ eratidude for thevloyal and:devoted services rendered
to Ireland by the late Staff Gaptain Fedk Lidwell, who lost his life
while on duty with the National Forces in Kilkenny on the 22nd Dec.
1922, 1 am sure the Government will generously compensate his
Widow Mother for the #errcparable loss and intense sorrow che has
suffered by the decease of her beloved childe

1 enclose Mrs Lidwell's application, with a full statement
of the record of her son whem I personally knev whilst he was serving
with the National Forces at the Harbour Barracks, Dun. Laoghaire.

M™is is acase that cries out for compensations 1 hope that
you will see your vay to interview the heari=broken Mother of this =
trge child of his country, and 1 feel certain that, when yoé shall
have fully investigated the case with al; j+tg piognant circu.msatnécs

y&u wi11l conclude that it is a special one which demands especial ]
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Applicahion of Mrs Joéephine Lidwell, 6, CO

Avenue, Dunlaoghaire for Compensation ariéing out of the
death Of her Sone.

Staff Captain Frederick leWell

.
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While on duty with the Netional Forces at Kilkenny

Barracks on 22nd December, 1922

To the Competent Authority,

Irish Nationeal Forces. .
| The Applicant requests respectively that this her
éapplication for = substantial allowance or grant be
acceded to in the fol owing circumsbances showing her

dependency on the Deceagsed and the great loss she has

|suffered by his death.

The Applicant's Husband the lzte Mr. John George
Lidwell wag a Solicitor practising abt 35, Upper Ormond
Quay in the City of Dublin gnd he died in July 1919
leaving the Applicany and the following children him
surviving. Mabel (Over 21 years Of age) the Deceased
Frederick, Sheila, and Doreens Sheila has since maryied,

but Doreen is still & child of tender years. The Deceased

Clg.6¢. Lidwell died intestate leaving &as his only assets

the business carried on at %%, Upper Ormond Quay whi€h
tumedsout bo bel of 1ol selling velves: . The dpplicant,
and her family continued to live in the rented house

occupied by them at 6, Corrig Avenue DunLaoghaire and an

arrangement was mdde whereby the sald business was taken overT

Kby another Solicitor Mr.. Phillip O'Reilly on the basis of
5 division of profitsbut of the business which would
continue to be carried on and from this sgprae the

Applicent is at present in recelipt of an’ Income woxrth

Frederick who was an apprentice +to his late father should
continue his apprenticeship with Mr. 0'Reilly and upon

becoming qualified as a Solicitor would carry on buginess

35/~ per week part of said arrangement was-that the Deceased
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in Partnership with Mr. O'Reil;y._ Owing t0 insufficiency
of meane (due to the depts of the late Mr. ﬁidwel;vthe
expenses of supporbting and providing for her family and
the payment of house rent it being found impossible £0 \
provide & cheaper house) Mrs Lidwell was forced to. sell
portion of her furniture and ‘"to take.lodgers in her house in order
to supplement her income., This state of things continued
despite the fact that Sheila and Mabel warried gnd left
the place without so far being paid the shares 1O which
they are entitled out of the Egtete of their Deceased
father. The real vielue of the said Arrangement wos that
the Deceased Frederick should qualify and practise as &
Solicitor in which case he could provide or help to provide
for the Applicant and the child Doreens
The Deceased Frederick whilst a law student was
attracted to the service of his Country and early in the
movement participated in the General Blections of 1918 in
support of the Simn Fein Candidate for South Co. Dublin
He was since then Member of the Sinn Fein Organization
and in 1920 joined the I.R.A. and was attached Applicant
in. informed to an active Service Unite He also acted as
Registrar of the Dunliaoghaire Distraéct Court at the same
time he pursued his legal work and passed the Inﬁermediate,
mxamifation Whilst reading for the final Exeminztion
he applied for & legal position in the National Army
and was appointed in this capacity 1O Kilkenny as Staff
Captain at & salary of £400 per annum with allowances
: which sum wage primarily to be devoted to supporting the
[ Applicant his Mother and his gister Dereen,
% He took up duty at once wnd was at the same time
candidate for tﬁ; Final Examination and whilst on this
\ duty he met hisﬂdeath.
f The Applidént's ciroumstances at the time of his
entering into said position were greatly gtraitned

and are now of very extreme gravity the applicant had been

ck carrying on her household under circumstancesg Of great




difficulty barely managing with the Tncome derived
from lodgers until such time as her said Son should

qualify and meantime being assured of considerable
financial assistance from him in the position he had‘
attained and which it was expected he would attain for some

Lime past.. . The Applicant and expecially the child Doreen

| were bt the time of his death virtually totally dependant

upon the salary which would accrue to the Deceased Son but
none of which in fact became payable.

In all the circumstances she respectively submits

' to the kind consideration of the lrish Government

Authorities whose loyal and devoted servant her son was

at all times.

Dated this 25th day of January, 1923,

(Signed) Josephine Lidwells
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